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views very much to their own astonishment. Thus Father Dobritzhoffer says: ' Theologians agree in denying that any man in possession of his reason can, without a crime, remain ignorant of God for any length of time. This opinion I warmly defended in the University of Cordoba, where I finished the four years' course of theology begun at Gratz, in Styria. But what was my astonishment when, on removing from thence to a colony of Abipones, I found that the whole language of these savages does not contain a single word which expresses God or a divinity. To instruct them in religion, it was necessary to borrow the Spanish word for God, and insert into the catechism " Dios ecnam coogerik/' "God the creator of things."' We have already observed a case of this kind in Kolben, who, in spite of the assertions of the natives themselves, felt quite sure that certain dances must be of a religious character, ' let the Hottentots say what they will.' Again, Mr Matthews, who went out to act as missionary among the Fue-gians, but was soon obliged to abandon the hopeless task, observed only one act ' which could be supposed devotional.' He sometimes, we are told, ' heard a great howling or lamentation about sunrise in the morning; and upon asking Jemmy Button what occasioned the outcry, he could obtain no satisfactory answer: the boy only saying, " People very sad, cry very much."' This appears